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Signs of Neglect in “Trifles” by Susan Glaspell

     What is the definition of neglect?  It is to disregard, ignore, to fail to give proper attention to or take proper care of. (Webster Dictionary)  Neglect can be caused by a number of things such as alcohol abuse, drug abuse, violent families, stress, and many other factors.  Neglect is a form of Domestic Abuse, which is one of the biggest problems women face in our society today.  Neglect is rarely reported but occurs mainly amongst young, unmarried, live with male friend or family other than a husband, engaged in substance abuse, and is poor.  Women also make excuses for those behaviors.  According to Linda Phillips some women say, “the experience is just the way he is or it’s just his drinking or his dementia.”  Although Mrs. Wright in the play “Trifles” is a fiction character, she suffers from neglect and experienced the same affect as a women that live in our society.  

          In her earlier days, before marriage, Mrs. Wright of “Trifles” was known as “Minnie Foster one of the town girls singing in the choir”(1241).  She was a very outgoing and was known for her nice dress and lively personality.  This personality showed the confidence and respect she had for herself.  The pretty dresses she wore also 
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say respectful things about her.  Although she was Minnie Foster over thirty years ago her lasting impression is delightful.

     After so many years of being Minnie Foster, her life makes a big change once she was married to Mr. Wright. She lives in a house that was occupied by her and her husband.  She had no children to care for or no other family members she saw on a daily basis.  She was home alone for hours on a daily basis and rarely left her house.  Her responsibility was to cook and keep the house clean.  She had no visitors because her home was thought 

to be down in the hollow and lonesome.  Mrs. Wright was no longer that live and exciting person that everyone in town remembered her to be.  She was rarely left the house so in town ever saw her.  She didn’t participated in functions or associated with anyone in town.  Her attire also went from best dressed to worst dressed.  She appeared to be a very unhappy and nervous woman.  In other words “She was kind of like a bird herself-real sweet and pretty, but kind of timid and-fluttery”(1244).  Being home alone everyday Mrs. Wright was very lonely and sad.  If she had children to care for it might have eliminate some of that sadness.  This sadness showed a sense of neglect, which is a form of mental abuse. 

     Mr. Wright is technically a “good man”(1244) because “he didn’t drink, and kept his words as well as most, and paid his debts”(1244).  He was considered a hard man who wasn’t very pleasant to be around.  According to Mrs. Hale “Just to pass the time of day with him.  Like a raw wind that gets to the bone”(1244).  His personality was dry and not caring.  Although he was a good man in others other eyes he was neglect his wife to the 
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point that she had to get a bird to help her feel important and loved.  He control everything his wife did beyond the control men had over their wives in those days.  Most of the women have the right to give their opinion on things that goes on in the household. Mrs. Wright had no right to voice her opinion in any situation.

     Although abuse wasn’t stated in “Trifles,” Mrs. Wrights after marriage personality said it all.  She went from being outgoing to a hermit, lively to extremely nervous.  The atmosphere of her home wasn’t cheerful so many people stayed away.  According to Mrs. 

Hale “She used to sing real pretty,”(1243) “He killed that too.”  In reading this statement, it seems that whatever made Mrs. Wright happy Mr. Wright would not allow it.  She had no right to voice her opinion on anything.  From what Mr. Hale said, Mr. Wright felt                                                                                                                         

people talk too much and all Mr. Wright wanted was some “peace and quiet (1238).”  If Mr. Wright wanted “peace and quite (1238)” from those he didn’t live with obviously he requested peace and quite in his home.  Mrs. Wright had no choice but to live like a hermit. Having no communication in the home is mentally abusive to Mrs. Wright.  She had no freedom of choice or speech.

     In the days “Trifles” according to Mikes Maillakais, there was “inequality of the sexes and the inability of women to live their own lives without reliance on men.”  Women were considered to be maids and were good for cooking, cleaning, bare children, take care of their husband, and take all other worries that came their way.  As stated in this play “Women are used to worrying over trifles”(1240).  They were not allowed to work outside of the house.

     In the description of the setting of “Trifles” Mrs. Wright didn’t appear to be a very clean and neat person.  Her home was found to be in a great deal of a mess.  There were dirty dishes, food that had begun to be prepared and never was, a loaf of bread not in proper storage area, and many other things that were not in order.  Either Mr. Wright was not the cleanest person or things happen to cause her kitchen to be out of order. 

     Mrs. Wright once owned a bird that mad her very happy.  This bird showed her some sense of security and affection, something she was not receiving from her husband.  This 

bird could have remind her of herself.  Mrs. Hale in “Trifles” did describe Mrs. Wright to be some like a bird.  When Mrs. Wright lost the one thing she felt the one thing she loved and loved her back was gone.  As Erin Maple stated in her Black Board posting,                                                                                                                         

“The canary was probably a symbol of freedom to her and when it died she lost that piece of freedom.”

         After the death of Mr. Wright, Mrs. Wright sits in her rocking chair as if she did not care.  She even laughs to a certain extent.  It seems that she was really relieved because the person that controlled her for so many years and made her life a living nightmare could no longer abuse her.  She felt I am free from man that so called loved me but didn’t show it.

     Many husbands feel to get their way they should abuse or control the one they love.  Marriage should be about love, trust, and commitment rather than abuse and control.  If a marriage is not healthy than it should be.  A divorce is the best option rather than the marriage ending by death.
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