Sabrina M

Eng-112 

Ms. Reiss

March 17, 2002

Dear Classmates,

     I attended the theatrical drama “Daughters,” by John Morgan Evans.  The opening night for this play, of which I attended, was on March 15, 2002 at 8:00 p.m. at the Little Theatre of Virginia Beach.  This theater is located at 24th Street and Barberton Drive in Virginia Beach.  I had never been to a play; therefore I had no idea of what the size of the crowd would be.  The sitting area had fewer seats than I expected.  There were four section, each sections had four rows with ten seats on each rows.  The stage was pretty small but there was a nice view no matter where you sat.  

    The setting was a kitchen that was no different from the average home, today.  It was about family drama that showed how four generations of Italian-American dealt with crisis.  There were many crises throughout this play and they were handled in different ways by each character.   

     There was the mom who didn’t seem to have a strong head on her shoulders.  She depended her oldest daughter to keep the family together and make decision about her husband who had lost his voice.  The argument was should he have surgery on his throat and take a chance of not ever talking again or go through therapy and possibly regaining his voice?  After arguing back and forth the mom and children decided to let him go through therapy.

     Next, there was oldest daughter, Tessie, who kept the family together over the years.  Tessie had issues of her own; such as a cheating husband and being a psychopath.  On several occasions she had to speak with her psychiatrist.  She was also taking numerous medications for the nervous breakdown she had had in the pass and her psychotic behavior for example trying to kill her husband and the woman he was cheating with.  After trying to comment murder she was admitted into the crazy house for about a month.  She was fine after being released.  She decided to divorce her husband and move on with her life.

     Then there was Patty Ann who was the perfect person, mother, and wife in many eyes.

She had the attitude of everything is going to be fine.  She had to deal with her husband never being at home or reachable by phone.  He had a junkyard type business that supposedly kept him occupied everyday of the week.  So occupied to where he never spent time with his wife and kids.  The other women in her family kept it a secret that Patti Ann’s husband was also cheating.  That was the reason for him never being around.  They didn’t know that she knew all along that he was cheating.  So it really was no secret.

     The youngest of them all was Cetta (17 years of age) who was being pressured into marriage by her mother.  She really wasn’t ready for marriage so she decided to dump her

Fiancé.  

     Finally there was the grandmother who spoke nothing but Italian so she said nothing.  She acknowledged everyone’s presents with a nod of her head.  She eventually died and the entire family dealt with it fine because she was 93. 

     I had never been to a play so I didn’t know what to expect.  To be honest I really didn’t think I would like something of this nature but I was wrong.  I choose this play because I’ve had to deal with a crisis such as losing my oldest daughter at the age of 4.  I 

wasn’t sure what type of crisis this family was going to deal with but I wanted to see how others dealt with crisis.  I attended this play alone because my husband had to work.  I plan to attend this play again not only for my own entertainment but so my husband can attend also.

     I would recommend this play to anyone.  It’s a drama that is sad at some point but also funny at times.  It will touch anyone that has a sensitive side.  The actresses in this play sill take your breath away by their performances.

Sincerely,

Sabrina M

