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Who Are We To Judge?

     Mr. Hooper appeared to be a very unusual character.  In “The Minister’s Black Veil” he was known as the good Mr. Hooper, but for some reason people presumed him to be a bad person.  Why was so?  It could be because he wore a veil that covers his face from the nose up.  How can he be good and bad at the same time?  He was either good or bad, but not both.  We all have sins but Mr. Hooper’s werte so bad that he felt he should wear a garment to cover his face.  There are several reason why he wore a black veil.  That question will never be answered unless there is a part II that reveals his secret.  Dealing with the matter at hand, the characters in this story didn’t know Mr. Hooper as a person, only a Minister.  They were as quick to judge him, as we are quick to judge others in our society.  

     What is the real reason they were quick to judge Mr. Hooper?  Could it be insecurity within them?  May be they thought if they were to judge he would reveal his secret?  Or as Erin Maple stated in the Blackboard Discussion “They read the guilt of their own sins 
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in that veil.”  This statement seems to say it all.  In the real world some people have the tendencies to do so, simply because they can’t deal with their own sins so they criticize others.  

     If Mr. Hooper would have worn a white veil, sheet, hat pulled over his eyes, 

or anything to cover himself  would he have been judged?  It is safe to say yes.  As Peter Bustanoby in his Blackboard Discussion said, “If he were wearing dark sunglasses the connotations may be such that one may say he is feeling a bit ashamed or embarrassed by some actions.”  Judgment would have been passed regardless of his appearance.

     Passing judgment, with words and actions, can and will take a toll on a person or make them discontinue something that they love to do.  According to Nathaniel Hawthorne “good Mr. Hooper was irreparably a bugbear.  He could not walk the streets with any peace of mind, so conscious was he that the gentle and timid would turn aside to avoid him, and that others would make it a point of hardihood to throw themselves in his way.” (347) Eventually, things such as this took a toll on him.  In “The Minister’s Black Veil,” it was stated “The impertinence of the latter class compelled him to give up his customary walk, at sunset, to the burial ground.” (347) They didn’t think anything would affect him, but it did. 

     Everyone, at one time or another has prejudged someone before they got to know him or her.  You may prejudge and think that’s fine as long as that person doesn’t know, but you never know who is listening.  Mr. Hooper heard the things the people of the town were saying about him but they didn’t think he was listening.  We should treat others the 
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way we want them to treat us.  Put yourself in Mr. Hooper’s shoes, being a person behind the black veil and know the reasons, but care not to share that information, would you 

want to be judge?  No, I think not.  There is only one judge, and that is the lord above.  So I ask “Who Are We To Judge?”
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